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ecosystem that includes a mosaic of habi-
tat types including shallow water, emer-
gent marsh, intertidal marsh, seasonal
wetlands and flood plains.

The dilemma faced by CALFED in
the restoration process is that microbial
processes in the restored wetlands can
convert mercury into a more dangerous
form — methyimercury — fish can absorb
methylmercury from their food and
directly from water as it passes over their
gills and pass it on up the food chain.

To prevent further delay in the Dutch
Slough restoration project and avert
increased mercury levels in the Delta, a
remediation plan for the Mount Diablo
Mercury Mine has to be put in place
before wetlands are constructed down-
stream. Ongoing research in the Marsh
Creek watershed has found that 80 per-
cent of the downstream mercury could be
traced to a single pile of exposed tailings
at the abandoned mercury mine site.

At the August 2003 meeting of the
California Bay-Delta Authority, resolu-
tion 03-08-09 was introduced, which
would authorize the director to sign an
interagency agreement with the Central
Valley Regional Water Quality Control
Board (RWQCB) to perform site assess-
ments and develop permits for high pri-
ority inactive mine sites. The Mount
Diablo site is a high priority because
there is public interest in remediation of
this mine site to protect Marsh Creek.
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